Nasotracheal intubation in calves.
Nasotracheal intubation can be accomplished in calves by use of a silicone nasotracheal tube of a Murphy design. For intubation, the calf's head and neck should be extended to facilitate tube passage through the naris into the ventral meatus and then through the larynx into the trachea. Preanesthetic medication may assist in tube passage by decreasing the alertness of the calf and decreasing the ability of the calf to swallow the tube into the esophagus. Nasotracheal intubation allows the inhalant anesthetic agent to be delivered with minimal room pollution and less stress to the calf. It would be useful for oral surgery when an orotracheal tube would obstruct the surgical site.